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now be informed, ae many Nations of the 
moſt refined Underſtanding, and moſt impro- 
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AGES to tbem to look into the Reaſon- 
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Nature, determine the Queſtion, whether there ann 


were any ſupernatural Interpoſitions after the 
Times of the Apoſtles ? The Infinuation, if 
it means any thing, means the Hicredibility 
that the Laws of N ature at firſt fixed by the 
great Creator, ſhould, on any 'Occafion, be e. 
verſed; and the Frequency of the ſame Sug- 
geſtion * will ſcarce permit one to underſtand 
him 'in any other Senſe. Thus he elſewhere 
obſerves, <« how fallacious the Judgment of 
« the wiſeſt will ever be found, when deſert- 
« ing the Path of Nature and Experience, ; 
« and giving the Reins to Fancy and Con- 
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ture and Experience,” but giving in to the Be- 
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wry of the Arts eee boy Archbi. | : 

ſhop Wake and my Father from the Teſtimo- 

nies of thoſe apoſtolical Writers for the Con- 

tinuance of miraculous Powers among them. 
And in the firſt Place he obſerves that the” 
on * Archbiſhop endeavours to confirm his Opi- 

<« nion not by any Facts or expreſs. Teſtimo- 
& nies drawn from themſelves, but by Infe- 
ic rences only or Conjectures. N 4- ) Now 

this, for the Reaſon before given, was all the 
Evidence that the Nature of the Argument Ph 
could reaſonably admit. As they were not 
arguing in theſe Epiſtles with Jes or Ha- 
thens, as their Succeſſors did, and had there- | 
fore no. Occaſion to relate any particular Facts, : 
or to challenge their Readers to ſee, examine, 
and conſider their Miracles in general; as they 
were writing, I ſay, to their own profeſſed 
Diſciples, who did not want to be informed of 
ſuch their Endowments ; ; If there be any Re- 


ference * them, and it can be ſhewn by I»fe- 
Ys rence 
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rence. that they did thus refer Fo 8 FO I 


| ſhould think would be a very proper Method 
| of proceeding. in a Defender of their miracu- 


lous Powers, and might be ſatisfactory to every 


impartial Inquirer... This Method the Archbi- 
ſhop wiſely proceeded i in. He has ſhewn what 
Reaſon- there is to preſume. in their Fayour, 
that they were diſtinguiſhed with ſupernatural 
ö Endowments ; ; he has obſerved that 
tions of this Sort were conſidered in the Choice 
of the inferior Officers of the Church, and 
therefore much more, tis likely, in the De- 
 fignation of Superiors to their Office ; — that 

theſe Writers in particular were choſen to pre- 
fide over the Church by the Apoſtles themſelves, 
who had the Gift of diſcerning Spirits ;- i= that 
ſome. of them are mentioned by Name in the 
ſacred Writings as Perſons of great Endow- 
ments; that miraculous Gifts are ſpoken of 
in the New Teftament as given often to common 
0 Believers, and therefore. more ſtrongly to be 
ſed to be Communicated to theſe more 


1 —— Perſons; — that as we find Miracles not 


infrequent in the apoſtelical Times, ſo imme- 


diately after, (it being proper to inſiſt on them 


--ainſt Gainſayers).” we find Juſtin Martyr 
.oafſting of them againſt 7 -ypbo the Jeu, and 
urging them as an ll Argument in 
| . 
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the Behalf of e peng and nn the Yews, 
from whom theſe Gifts had a long Time been 
departed. ( Wake's Prelim. Diſc. p. 165.) 
With theſe Preſu . in Favour of theſe 
apoſtolical Writers, he proceeds to thoſe Teſ- 
timonies, wherein they do refer to theſe mira- 


culous Gifts; and the firſt which he alledges is, 
I think, very ſtrong to the Purpoſe, both the 
Expreſſions, and the Reaſonings upon them, | 


ſuiting better to the Notion of extraordinary 


Endowments than of ordinary Graces. The 
Paſſage referred to is in the firſt Epiſtle of St. 
Clement to the Obrinthians. Hees Tis Liree n nr 
Surat 728. ov Lemar, 5 r cops 27 ier de. 
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ich the” Archbiſhop tranſlates and” Para- 


Phraſes thus. e Let a Man have Faith, i. e. 
«ſuch a Faith by which he is able to work 
e him be Power ful to utter myſti- 
be cal Knowledge, for to that his Expreſſion ma- 
« nifeſtly relates) Let him be Wife in 1 1 2 


© Miracles; E 


« Speeches, " xr Gift common in tho 


«Times, büt ſtill, ſays he, by how much the 


«: more be feen. "to excel others, viz. upon the 
«Account of theſe extrac 
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My Father's Proofs. of the Continuance. c 
culous Powers in the Church are next 
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But a8 Dr. M. * KY Pk particular, |; 


Facks, and thinks them much more convincing 


than general Atteſtations, my Father has here 
beforehand. preſented him with one, in the 
[gnatius to the Romans, 
« that they would not, by an unſeaſonable 
good Will, prevent his Martyrdom, | but 
« would ſaffer him to be Food for the wild 


carneſt Requeſt of 


« Beaſts: ” From whence it is inferred, that the 


| oh of the primitive Chriſtians had Power 5 
to diſable the wild Beaſts from aſſaulting the on 


Martyrs. who were expoſed to them. But 
ſays Dr. M. © the Paſſage itſelf has not the 


4 leaſt Reference to Prayers, or to any thing | 
« miraculous, but to the ordinary Endeavours 


« and Interceſſion of the Chriſtian Brethren at 


4 Rome Rome, ho offered to ule their Intereſt to 
« preſerye him. from the cruel Death which 
* he was then going to ſuffer.” (p. 6.) In An- 
fwer to which I would obſerve, that there is no 
Intimation, in the Epiſtle cited by my Father, 
of their zung Jntereft to preſerve him, but 


chere is expreſs and direct Reference to their 
Prayers both juſt before and after the Paſſage 
Wen Ae e before he had faid 


Ht. 
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| 3 but 
Ks. 7 pF af Tam willing to die for 
OI os TO you that 
. ur me-to Be — furl Begfs, by | 
"=o ans T ball go unto Gon. And then 
refent!  fubjoirs, Pray therefore unt Chrift for 
| 6 char by theſe ments I may be made the 
ae der of Gad. - 'Tis true, he does not in 
Werds fay by what Method they could 
his , end ſhew this unſea- 
e Se- rowarts him, but, by che 
* -which he repeatedly tells them 
| how: they ſheuld promote it, his Meaning 
zs plainly enough diſtinguiſhable. It amounts 
Amoſt to as much as if he had ſaid, '<« inftead 
e endeavouring to preſerve me miraculouſly 
by your Prayers, pray rather thit 1 wey 
8 God in this Method, and be 
thereby the more ſpeedily ed to his 
« Preſence. This is no ſtrained Conſtruction, 
but che moſt plain and obvious Senſe of it, and 
the Difficulty of putting any other Senſe upon 
RK, is a ſtrong O01 ion of this. T am 
ſure there is as much Authority from this 
* to ſay that he meant that they ſhould 
=" rf Tr * as that they mould 
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not” ale e Intereſt foe iis Fu The former per- 

haps was poſſible, but the latter I believe will” 
appear to be otherwiſe. But ſays Dr:"M; (-e 
« this Senſe,” (that is; of preſerving him = 
their Etereſt) © it is expreſſy reſtrained in tis 
« Relation of his . Martyrdom, Witten by. 
« thoſe Who ace mpa ie him im this very 


ef Journey, at 4 


ee came out to meet him on his's | 
« that City, and Were zealous for this'8afety; 


« undertook to appeaſe! the People, ſo that 
64 When he came to be expoſed to-the wild 


a | | s in the Amphitheatre; they ſhoul 
e his Deſtruction; but the Saint overs. 


ee ruled and comimanded-them to be quiet“ 
(ibid?) This ſounds ſomewhat to his Purpole; - 
but will not bear Examination. The Words, 
though cited as from the Original, are diffe- 
rent from thoſe which ſtand there, and are a 


little improved to anſwer his Purpoſe. The 


real Hiſtory may moſt literally be tranſlated 
thus. But to ſome be injoined Silence abo in the 


2 eat of their Hearts were ſpeaking. to reſtrain 
the People from defiring the Death of tbe Jul. 
Tie! & xa; wa fyp zou Seucu, Clonci 
Xx&41 Avy0u01 varamad Tov dnjkar pos v d 
e arod Toy y Sinaias, - 25 * Ancient 


nt at his Drath - y 
ce whom we are told cher the wy ' 
* 0 0 $ 


on: Verkan. tans 3 to the Greek 
Copy: and all that can fairly be inferted from 
RR. them is, that he did not deſire to intereſt the 
Plaoopulace in his Fayour in this particular Caſe, 


8 which could de no Good, and might do 
g Harm. For let it be conſidered; if the Peo- 
ple had never ſo ſtrongly engaged on his Side, 

could they have reverſed the Sentence and ſa- 

ved the Martyt? No, be had been ſentenced. 

to tha wild Beaſts: by the Emperor himſelf, 

ho was not now at Name, but was ab- 

ſent on Occaſion of the War with. the Par- 

1  tians nor was there any Authority there, 
. which could alter or mitigate the Papiſſnent. | 


been of no Avail-uggind -the Imperial Decree, 
and ore thincndd ache HERE the Mean- 
'B ing of the Saint in his Requeſ 
A Ot defire them not to do e 
1 he knew was out of -thetr Bower to do; but 
this was abſolutely: beyond their Power, for all 

+ the Intereſt: in the nur of Rome could not 
rented the Execution of Wes Sen- 


1 4 Beaſts. The only poſſible Method that. re- 
i ſerving him: was by a. #zraculous 

kate, in bis Fan our, that Hole Savage 
; A A * Creatures A” 
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res 


Cw 


Creatures might be reſtrained Rech their ho 
ral Fury, and, like Damel's Lions, might re- 
| fuſe to deyour the Saint. In ſuch Caſe farther 
Application maſt have been made to the En- 
' peror' for his Pleaſure, and he was a Man of 
that Character, whom ſuch an Evem might 5 
have awakened. Then the Good-will and 
Favour of the People might have been of 
ſome Service towards his Preſervation after 
ſuch a Miracle, but could be of no Uſe before 
it. Thus, I think, the Circumſtances of the 
Caſe, the Contents of the Martyrs Epiſtle, and 


more eſpecially the  Inconfiſtency. of any other 


 Suppoſition, do all confirm the Interpretation 
given, and Inference drawn by my Father, 


that natius did herein refer to the miracu- 


lous - Affiftance attain able by . their... Prayers, 
which he deſired might not prevent, his Mar- 


tyrdom. ar 
Thus the Arguments of both the 3 


ried” Writers ſtand in their full Force for 


any Thing that he has ſaid to invalidate them. 


The primitive Martyrs ſpoke. and wrote, juſt 
as it muſt be ſuppoſed — they would have 
done, if Miracles were . commonly worked 
among them; and this was as much as cou, 
be expected, where Believers were diſcour- 
5 WD one another. But Dr. M. has him- 
„ ſelf 
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©”, introduced the Mention « of one: Miracle ſuffi- 


cient to overthrow. his Opinion that they all 


ceaſed in the apoſtolical Times. He allows 


| that it is related i in one of the moſt authen- 
* tic and celebrated Pieces in all primitive 
| ſtory r referred to is that 
3 of the Martyr dom of St, P. olycarp, as reported 
in the circular Letter of the Church of Smyrna. 
A This Was a Seaſon, Wherein the Mention of 
| Miracles, if any ſuch were wrought, might 

be proper, even to thoſe who were already 

_Chriftians,” for the Confirmation of. their Faith, 

| and the Improvement of their Practice; and 

here accordingly we find an expreſs Recital of 
them. An apdible Voice from Heaven encoy- 
i. raged. him in his #7/ Entrance on, the Trial, 
and in the final Completion of it, the Fire ſu- 


"4% 


pernaturally formed an Arch which preſerved 
the Martyr from burning; inſomuch that the 
Executioners v were forged to change the Na- 
ture of the Puniſhment, and to diſpatch him 


50 by a Dagger, The Attempt of accounting 


for this by a Wind or emen bing life zt, would 


8 end i in as. great a Miracle as any; nd when 


offered in fition to a miraculous In | 
fftion, is ſo ridiculouſly abſurd, that it is aiffi- 
hes to. Kaum e a — Anſwer to it, or fp 


ſuppoſe 


[437] 7 
ſuppoſe cle Dr Dr. ſerious in the — Bun Fo 
.the principal Difficulty may; poſſibly be thought 
to be that which. is ſuggeſted in the marginal 
Note, (. 126.) that . after a vain Profuſn 
40 < of, Miracles on this and. the like Occaſions | 
rdom was always effe 


. „at : Now -if the Preſervation of the Mar- ; | : 


yrs, had profeſſedly. been the only Deſign, this 
4 bjection wauld have born ſome plauſible Ap- 


FY no Where thus confined, they might: have a 
yer) en 755 very pere Uſe, though. 


4 or w were not the Ae of e and 
the Encouragement of true Believers, Ends 
worthy ſuch an Interpoſition ? Both theſe are 
expreſly {aid to haye been brought about by 
the Miracle wrought at St. Palycarp's Martyr- 
dom. Beſides, did not a miraculous Circum- 
ſtance of a like Nature attend the firſt 1 
henſion of our bleſſed Lord himſelf, not 
ſtanding his Crucifixion was ſoon after. accom. 
0 plithed? Did not ſuch a: mighty Power 
forth from his Preſence as ſtryck them to the 
Ground, who came to ſeize him, though he 
. preſently reſigned himſelf to them and: to- all 
the Violence that they intended him ? But ſhall 
ye WIS dare to call that Miracle vin 
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pearance; but as the Intent of thoſe Mitseſes 
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ere is no ſuch Difficulty, 
Tign their important Uſe 
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the Contin 
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bling b che Fatt, ' and thing che Confiders | | 
tion; but there is no Cane Mun of this Sort, no 
nor any "Intimation of it, in any of the apo- 
 iolical Writers now ſpoken of. Their Silence 
on this Subject, if it Were as tota and uni- 
form, as Dr. M. contends, 11 be 5 
ſtrongly on dur Side of the Queſtion ; for it 
is ſcarce credible, that they ſhould no where 
_ take any Notice of ſo great and ſudden ati A. 
teration as muſt have happened, if the princi- 4 
pal Leaders of the Chriſtian Cauſe and Go- 
vernors of the Church all at once been ö 
deprived, in thoſe Times of Adverſity, of the 
Privileges and Succours, which common Con- 
verts enjoyed | in the Generation immediately . 
ceding. But the forecited Addreſs of St. 
| Tenatius to the Church of Smyrna moſt ex- 
. prefly excludes all Notion: of fuch Alteration, 
for when he congratulates them, as being mer- . 
el blefſed with every extraordinary G5 ft, 
and repeats that they were not deſtitute of any 
—_ Gt ift, he muſt mean to equal them in 
dect with their Predeceſſors, e or he — 28 
— vi 3 7 5 have | uſed this emphatical - 
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Rh *s Continuance of miraculo | Powers in the 


Church he allows tö be ſtrong, 5 explicit, and 0 
frequent; and has given us 4 Collection of _ 
chem from (/- 10. to 19.) The firlt step ta- 


ken to invalidate them is by repeating his for- 
mer Obſervation, that © the Sener of all 


the apoſtolic Writers on the Subjed of theſe 


e Sitte — 2 UNE us. to conclude that in 


"thir | that 1 would batch: 1 more dong dit 
3 poſe us to draw the very contrary Concluſion, 
5 that they were not withdrawn : But it appears 
farther, that this Silence was not ſo total as he 


| Perſons to whom they wrote; who were their 
own Converts and Brethren, who: needed not 


ſo much to be rethinded of the Evidence ari- 
fing from theſe Gifts, and therefore the Con- 
5 chifion wilt not hold Ben that Miracles e 8 


then actually w. 
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. p 5 « the Manner of exerting them, will co 
out upon the Magiſtrates and People to 


4 all Places whenever they thought fit.” What 
a perverſe Objedtor is this? Is it not ſtrange to 
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having. intimated that he Brofeflors! of Chri- 
N een, | 
he) adds particu- 
out eſterday, gand have 

«already. filled all your Places and Offices, 
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Ki — GS Jody vey. Camps 
* your Wards, your Companies, your Palace, 
. your Senate, and your Forum. Your Tem- 
* ples only wre leave to yourſelves.— Nay we 
e could even without faking” up Arms or en- 

© tering into an ofenfive. War, fight ſuffici- 

« ently. againſt you, only by withdrawing | 
« ourſelves through Reſentment from you. 

For if ſo great a Multitude of Men, as 
« we are, had: but retired from you into ſome 
te remote Part of the World, the Loſs of 


4 ſuch a Number of Citizens of all ee. 


t would have undermined your very < 


N 


60 ment; and ſuch a Deſertion al e 


« been. ample Revenge. You would certainly 


m have been aſtoniſned at the Wilderneſs that 
<« you would, have been left in, at the gene- 


| « ral Silence and Stillneſs of the evacuated 
<6. City, and would have wanted even Subjects 


«to preſide over there. Hefterni ſums & 
veſtra omnia implevimus, Urbes,i/Inſulas, Catel. 


1 Municipia, Conciliabula,” Caſtra ipſa, Tri- 
bau. enn Palatium, deer Forum. 


1 nec ren 5 2 eme 4; ed 2 
Aus Divortii Inuidid adverſus vos dimicaſſe. 
S. a 8 Vis Hominum in aliguem Orbis 
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| abrupifimus a Povin, Air 
utique Dominatianem veſtram tot gualiumcungue 
Ami Civjum ;, 1mo- etiam et ipud Deſtitutiont 
pumiſſer. Proculdubio expaviſſetis ad Solitudinem 
vlan, ad Silentium Rerum & Stufarem gen- 
dam quaſi mor tua urbis, quæfiſeris quibus in ed 
Ingperaſſetis, ( Tert. Apol. F.-57.) Certainly 
when. Chriſtianity had ſo far prevailed, and 
its-Profelytes farrounded and ſerved the 


in all Manner of Offices, it Ey be cheugit 


probable, that Men of Figure and Fortune 
n to 


If it be faid that the primitive Chriſtians 


repoaſented this Mater 400 much to their dun 
Advantage, I will next cite an Author, who 
cannot be charged with too much Prejudice in 


their Favour. Dr. M. Himſelf" (Pref p. 28, 


2). is ond Wo ee that en ianity had 


1 while ſome of the 
poities were - (till living 55 inſomueh 


9 
et gut in the fulleſt Meaſure on the Apoſtles 


< and. other Diſciples, to enable them more | 


, eaſily to over-rule the inveterate 
” both of the Jews and Gent#les, 
& up againſt the diſcouraging. Shocks of po- 
R Rage and Perſecution, were now, 
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and to bear 
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"to y down. their Lives" in any 


de Ke opagation of t SEED 
ofe the A} ogies of the gl Mans t 

ps utm DR Ben and Contempt 
' pleaſed to url tt e wih n Tappeltd 


"Addreſs from the Mecbeth ſts,” Miravians, or 
"French Prophite; to the King and Parliament 
at this Tir . tt | 12 >3'Would dt 
-PY. an y Regard to ſuch Aalreft r alle it at 
e eden But if any of theſe 
Ssets Th —— Gio ane 
tr n Miracles dt 
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Ve 2 which muſt 
of had ac) ale parulleby'then I 
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have — — — hin find ſorne, 
who would be willing to propoſe; and many 
who would conſent: to an Examination of it. 


Or even if they had no Friend within Doors, 


yo the very Claim of A acles exhibited pub- 


tion, and not be thought beneath their No- 
3 they: held the Claimants 

vereign Contempt, as Dr. N. tells us 
—. and Senate of Name held the 
firſt! Chrifidns, yet they would probably for 


Purpoſe to undeceive dhe 1 


oy E —— at — very 


from the Moravian Brethy en, 


— and Indulgence to their par- 


ticular Opinion and Practices; which they 


have referred to a careful Examination. 
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liekly and addreſſed to the great Council of the 
Nation would: I am perſuaded, exeite Atten- 


Reaſon appoint an ee it,” en 


have thought not unworthy their Regard, but 
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The thitd: Objection. that he amp: w 
obviats, (5. 1991) i, that no. Svſpicion of 
*£5-Graft can reaſonably be entertained againſt 
Ki ;Porlogs: of ſuch exaltet Fiety, whorexpaſal 
2 t Aber 

« what. they taught.” His 3 
bung gives 40 invincible . a Nrejullice iand 
Eo ſtrong a Rias: o the: Mind of Man as Ro- 
4. gious Zeal in Favour-of any Thing that is 
thought · uſeſul to the Object which:axtites 
off; itz p. AO. If the. Point in Queſtion hat 
nen, oro Supenſtitim, this might 
have ehe to the Purpoſe, hut 
— was, that no Suſpicion 
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of Greft — — ; 


"#:0f, undoubted Piet and invincible -Forti- 
. *.1tude,” where is the Force of thecAnfwer, 
that Religious Zeal biaſſes Men to eyery Thing 
what is uſeful to it i For of What Uſe could 
| be to hben or to their Fvitb If üt 
„it muſt, | 


aber ee ee eee 
ture Condomgatinn ;, and if it / ſhould cibe. de- 
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Chrildiace in che — eee 
92 the! e er 


rom the Eden due b de Martyrs, * 

-weaken-the: Force of their Teſtimeny ? ? v/ 

eee e might / ſuppoſe, 
| would n Mano e e 


EE Minas defi 
Maityrs p for he! adds, Their Princip te ad 
cn Motives had. ſuch: Fetee. 44 EROS 
i animate-even/bad'; Men toi indure: Martys- 


—_— Ween nn our = 


2 
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ee 4 delava R was bif Jnnguoſtions | 
it eold þo,aiÞigned; I chend 


wn a A. as. ed A 
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Hhogkd thus wan Alters 
ny-pebittnt View, -baſten themlebves 


— — | 
puſſibly g through a: Hety 
"Dpiniomiy: but t cut 


| : Mari) off hear: 
| 8 
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k 121 } 


| Etlilachils' are, ah" Nb the Perf WAW? 
that th, efifolt >, + Number 0 WY 
4 N i Mart 8. RW Ap 
du? Difappdtiertient; 1 Tall 25 
ends in a Quotation from St. 95 15 'wheikin, 
ke complains of ſome,” who behaved Well in 
© State of Perſecution," but eden Mart 
din ef ee ee he eee 
d che Per erfciition, 5 i its Faülts 
Inmörziſties unworthy of the £ fort e Che 
rafter? Is Is it ay thing teck th) n, that 
eh ſometimes chiks e from be = wo wo re. 
or that they behabed more commen — 6 oo : 
Atverfit "than Proſperity, 'or Foe 1 . 
witfi the" errors of Death t 
litemients of Life? Kee ek lay 87 Eg 

ons from | a Former good Habit 105 W 7 
and are not the ſame Keule Tempe i 

Poin dit of "Pleaſu ure, ' which 3 are A fn end 
in imes of Danger, frequently. obſeryab f 
Bat Chat is ; all this to ; the Purpoſe 1 In. | ' Et. 
to 5 the Caſe of 0 F thoſe, Who actually di died | Martyrs | 
in 5 dag Fear of Ss upon, 
of thoſe at and £0 rinci 
80 des. BY 12 the Force x of te Oh le: 

5 Te that that ofhers,. = 


2 to, have. trod the fame 


m, di erwards fall off and 
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([ 2221 
diſgrace the Hopes they had once raiſed, by: * 
wicked Life in the Concluſion? 5 
Why no, Dr. M. will ſay, for «© jt was not . 
tt his Defign by what he has ſaid on the Supject 
« of Martyrdom to detract in any Manner, 
ct from. tlie real Merit and juſt Praiſe of thoſe; | 


ES 


et primitive Martyrs, who with an invincible. 
ce Conſtancy ſuſtained. the Cauſe of Chriſt, at; - 
« the Expence of their Liyes,” (. 2125), - 
But why then was this degrading / Account. of - 
e and the Motives to it inſerted ?, 


S. A. T4 


cc init n 0 the Church 'of Rome,” A 
(P. 213. ) That is, becauſe it was nothing to- 
the Purpoſe 2 as to the Point that he was treating. 
of, he bronght it in to prove another Point, 
which Nobody was thinking of, and which 
might have been done more eaſily and effectu- 
ally by Arguments of another Nature. Well, 


but we will accept of his Confeſſion of the 


Impertinence of this Digreflion, if his Admirers, 


in 'whoſe Approbation he thinks himſelf ſo 


happy, (. Prif P. 3.) will but do the ſame; ; 
for the Appearance of another Deſign i in thoſe 
Infmuations was fo obvious, that if this was 
r his Intent, only. to tet us know that we | 
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mould not fall Joe and worſhip the wtyrs,. 
and not to detract from their — Merit and 
juſt Praiſe, then the good, Man has been much 
miſtaken, and I may ſay equally by his Ad; 
vocates' and Opponents.— Bu ut to make ſome 
Sbew of à Connection with his Subj ject, he 
adds, that t ie Deſign of what he had offered 

on this Subject was © more eſpecially to ſhew, 
*< that the Circumſtance of their Martyrdom, 
„ while it gives the ſtrongeſt Proof of their 
0 Sincerity of their Faith and Truſt in tlie 
4 Promiſes of the Goſpel, adds nothing t to 
te the Character of their Knowledge or their 
0. Sagacity, nor conſequently any Weight to 
«their Teſtimony in Preference to that of any 
ce other Chriſtian whatſoever,” (ibid. No 
if he had not here expreſly unſaid what he 
had been ſaying before, I mould have thought 


3 that his View had been to ſhew the direct 


contrary, namely, that their Martyrdom Was 


not ©" the ſtrongeſt Proof of the Sincerity of 


ec their Faith 5 Truſt in the Promiſes of the 
« 'Goſpel” : For if bad Men were ſometimes 
animated by unworthy Motives to indure Mar- 
tyrdom, then how could this be, ſuch a ſure 
Proof of their Sincerity ? But ſince he now 
allows that. it was, then, this firſt Part. of the 
Sentence cc abſolutely overthrows the latter. For 


22 that 


1 
that 5 greg I vs 


ſtronger than any other) muſt pr 
and ably add Weig ht to his Teſtimc 
V hy M. it A no hing to 

ce of their Knowles c 


Mony in Preference t to that of, 
ce juſt * and devout Chriſtian whatſo 
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with Reſpect to Men, who wut! f judge by 
| a ppeara "ha and cannot ſee into 285 s 


5 great Miſtake. Fo 


+ 


ff all juſt : and devout Chri- 

of, equal ual Knowledge, muſt i in itfelf- be 

| Equal 5 95 we can judge better of th e Inte- 

| e and . of Martyrs. than of any 

Chriſtian whatſoever, and therefore with 

Red n 1125 greater Confidence i in them. Other i 
I. "Y "may have an Intent t to dæxtive in All thei 

outward Shew. of Honeſty and Piety ; 3 4 400 

Salt Charity, and indeed self. Lore, will 

weite us to judge favourably of fair A \ppear; 
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NCES, YE certainly. when, Men give up their 
Liv y_— 7 * e of, their Veracity, and 
peat "to "the Searcher of Hearts with theic 

9 th" or the Truth of their Preten- 
: on of ONE and, Piru : 5 
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e of I that. © 190 ng 


(2. 214] The Anſwer to this is, that it, 
*' meer Cant, has been. uſed. by. Heathens. by 
BE Chains, by Papiſts i in their ſeverah Tyrns, 

« but has really no Senſe at all in it 5s * 


« thoſe v who. object it, if called on, to explain | 


ct themſelves, would figd it; difficult. to, tell 
« what they meant by. it that Experience 
« contradicts it, for chough there have been 
„ Contemners. of Miracles in all. Ages,, Vet. 

« Hiſtory, has maintained its Ground. — 
6c them. all; 3— that the Hiſtory. of Miracles 4s. 
«of: & Kind. totally different from, that. o 
6 con n Events z that. weak, Men cannat 


« « atteſt them, becauſe : a 22 will ariſe 


<« from 


9 1 5 0 the Faith and | Credit of all Hiſtory, 
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-# from their Weakneſs: nor wiſe Men, becauſe 
1 further Suſpicion will ariſe from their Skill 
. and ſecret Deſigns, and in Fact, that Opini- 
ons and Accounts have been well atteſted and 


univerſally received, which are now 'known 
and acknowledged to be falſe, (p.214, to 228.) 


Now as there is a Mixture of Truth and 
Falſhood in theſe Remarks, it may not be 
Improper to diſtinguiſh them a üitle more 


particularly. | | 4 
He acknowledges'then that nis "OS 


would deſtroy the Faith of the Hifory of Mi- 


racks (though not of common Events) which 
is a Conceſſion that may reaſonably alarm all 


fincere 'Chriftians. The Impoſſibility of pro- 
wang the Certainty of any miraculous Events 


upon the Principles hi he has laid down, 
may well excite the Attention and Concern of 
all who do believe the Hiſtory of the Goſpel, 
and who think the Welfare of Mankind de- 
pends upon the Belief of it. x 1 
It may be obſerved in the next Place, that 


the ſame Principles are as applicable to the 
Caſe of common Events, and are introductive | 


of univerſal Scepticiſm, which is what, I pre- 
ſume, they would explain themſelves to mean, 
wWho' wt RT the Dr. 's Scheme as Jubver- 


five 
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Ciel) 


five of the Faith and Credit of History. F 


ſuppoſe an Hiſtorical Fact propoſed to ated 15 
tention and Belief, it is but ſaying, that if the 
Witneſs was a weak Man, he might be impo» - 
ſed upon; and if he was a wiſe One, he might 
have a Deſign of impoſing upon me; and here 
is a ready Anſwer to all that can be urged in 
Favour of any Teſtimony whatſoever. The 
Dt. bimſelf who ſeems angry with others for 
ſaying this in Conſequence” of kis Doctrine, 


had ſaid it himſelf in full and ſtrong Terms, 


(Prell. p. 9, 10.) The Gredibility of Wit- 
E neſſes : depends on a Variety of Principles | 
<« wholly. concealed from us; and though in 
< many Caſes it may - reaſonably be pre- 

< ſumed, yet in none can it certainly be 
| 65 known, For it is common with Men out 
; of crafty and ſelfiſh Views taadiflemble and 
2 . deceive, or out of Weakneſs and Credulity 
2 to embrace and defend with Zeal What the 


«_ Craft of others had impoſed upon them; 


ce. but plain Facts cannot delude us; cannot 
« ſpeak. any other Language, or give any other 
„ but what flows from Nature 
Truth. But then theſe ſame plain 
muſt fall immediately | under the Exi- 
dence of our own Senſes; for if they are db 
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If theſe ſubſequent Relations will not 


Examination, let them freely be given up. 3 
But let it be remembred; that Hing for the 
Cauſe of Truth-was. no Doctrine or Practice 
among the Ferfecured. Chriſtians. | Such Me- 

thods began not to gain Ground till Proſperity | 


had corrupted the Profeſſors of the Goſpel; 


and much altered them from the Simplicity 
and Integrity of their Predeceſſors. If Tokens 
of ſuch Prevarication ſoon afterwards appear, 
let Objectors make the moſt of the Conceſ- 
ſion, but it affects not their Characters, on 
vhoſe Teſtimony, we believe the Continuance 


of miraculous Pres: after the Days of the 


Apoſtles. Notwithſtanding Dr. Mes frequent 


and uncharitable Inſinuations of Inclinations 


to Popery, and his Giieſs at the real Sentiment 
of bit Oppeſers, (þ- 226.) they will be ready, 
I doubt not, to declare againſt all real Super- 
Hition, tho not what he may call ſo; and will | 
diſclaim with Sincerity — Earneſtneſs his 
Imputation of © being as little ſcrupulous - 
« about the modern as the ancient Miracles 
poſed © pa- 


diſpc 


« of the Church,” or of being 


: 40 tiently to admit them all. 5 But i in order 6 
caſt a ſeyere Reflection at one o them and on 


that “this would 


Ag! een, he adds t 
| 8 PP be 


Af 
% 25115 a > 
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15 
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the tie. Hiſetples 6 

IM = inte 19h dis e, 

MM h onte berome rhe tel 1 yp 

=  |- N bee .. Te Citation is from Ter- 
. ae. Nobis Clrioftdte num opus of þoft E- 
n Cie, nec quifitione Poſt Bvangelium. 
—_—_ Sum credomis, nibil defiderumis ultra credere. 
dee Pricfer. Heret. F. 8.) Now if Nibil defide- 
"ED Pumas ultra tredere fneans "that" their ſole Bufi- 

Heſs I to Fehieve on, then T muſt go to School 

. Tot T' thought it had ment directly the a 

„ that they "had ns Octafion to believe : 

| 20 TAE Farther. It appears to me, chat it , 

; 925 intended as a Caution againſt making any 5 

. Matin to the Faith of the Goſpel.” th had M 

been ſpeaking before of "thoſe, who" troubled . 

themſelves with vain Inquiries, which it was 5 

not le or not material to anſwer, and then 8 

2 : obſerves in the Words referred to that Chri- ; 

ee ſtlans had | no Occaſion to indulge their n 

* rlofity or engage in Inquiries of that Kind, 1 ; 

Tes 

fe 

H. 


* for that When once they had attained to 
* the Belief of the Golpel, they had no Oc- 
4 1 e caſion to believe any Thing farther.” Tie 0 
= . adds che Reaſon in the very next Sentence. * 

-I'Y Wo For this | is one * the fiſt Articles of our 1 
« Belief, | 


of Revelation 


Y 


f 139 3 
1 Belles At i qpnICE all hings 1 | 
4 to be believed.” Hoc enim Prius credinus, 
nibil efſe quod ultra credere. debeamus. And 
3 who are ſo. diſpoſed. belicue op 
in the Dr. but thoſe, who come without 
Prepoſſeſſions to the Inquiry, will, I hope, 
examine all the original Paſſages themſelves, 
and not. give Implicit Faith to any Authority 
ancient or modern. If there are any,. who 
difggurage free Inquiries, I think they ar 
NR. but let them only bear the 
Blame; and . undiſtinguiſhing RefleQi- 
ons be caſt on all who deſire to contend car. 
neftly for the Faith which was ance delivered 
unto the Saints. Reaſon under the Diseftion 
will be a ſure Guide, and we 
may avoid the vain Follies of Superſtition with- 


— 


* x 
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1 have now gone: through the Whole afar 


Dres Inquiry, and have not wilfully paſſed 


by any ws which ſeemed material to his 
Give me Leave nom briefly to 
te what has been offered, and to oh- 
ſerve how much he has fail'd under 1 
Head propoſed and aſſerted by him. 
His farſt Obſervation was, Wat Al che e 


ee Fallen were fient on the SubjeBt. of | 
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I Nove red on hoes contrary t to heir 
that there are plain References in thoſe Wri- 
ters to miraculous Powers ; and that if there 
Had not, the Inference from their Silence would = 
Hold much ſtronger on the other Side; for | 
that they could not have failed to have men 
©; an tioned ſuch” a remarkable "Ceſſation of thoſe ' 
Gifts all at once, if it had really happened. . 
His ſecond Argument againſt theſe Mira- 0 
My! Was the Meanneſs of the Perſons ' by I 
hom they were faid to be wrought, which 0 
> he ſays were the loweſt and moſt unworthy | 
of the People. I have ſhewn that this is a K 
Miſrepreſentation, that miraculous Gifts were 
not aſcribed to them excliſtue of others, that 
* F | though they were ſometimes particularly men- 
1 tioned, as in them the Argument appeared in 
33 the ſtrongeſt Light; yet that from other Paſ- 
ſages it is plain that their Superiors and- G0. 
ee eee favbured with them. 
1 Ae e Was fromm the . v 
J 1 rimitiver Writers, whoſe:Teſtimony fi 
2 bp | cee weed of Credit in hie Inſtance, 1156 
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= LE Ee fingled outcadeed for this Charge 
? | of: Fallafication 3 the. many who 
RT bear 


nl 


ar 


9 A * — — Day e , _ 5 ' 
* ee a —— — ) rr gr tt ont 


4 Wi tneſs to the 3 of theſe: miray 


culous Gifts; and I have offered Reaſons, to 
ſhew that he has groſly failed in the Support 
of this Charge againſt them. No wilfat 
Fraud has been proved againſt them; and if 
chere had, much Work would ſtill have re- 
mained behind, to ſhew the ſame of the Reſt. 
Miſtales prove nothing 1 in the preſent 
or if they did, the Dr. would no longer be 2 
- en Adverfary to the Fathers. 
A Review of the ſeveral miraculous Gifts 
was to ſupply a fourth Argument ' againſt the 
Reality of them. Some of theſe, he argues, 
were diſproved? by the Effect, namely, their 
Want of Succeſs in the Converſion of the 
Heathen World: Others he thinks were over- 
ney. by contrary Teſtimonies: expreſling or 
: Others he 
een for in a natural Way; and many he 
thinks unworthy a Divine Interpoſition. I 
have endeavoured to obviate each of theſe 
Suggeſtions, and to ſhew that theſe / Gifts 
were frequently efficacious, uniformly con- 
ſiſtent, really ſupernatural, and | ſufficiently 
important: And that the Defence of every 
particular Story is a Point very different from 
the Support of the general Queſtion. Let 
each of theſe ſtand or fall by the Evidence 
3 x ® * 
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J. FLETCHER in Gre. 5 
R C rie? Diſcourſes on Moral 
1 Subjects. In Two Volumes Ou. 
By William Dodwell, M. A. Rector of 
ES Shotteſbrook, Berks. 
_ - may be had, by the ſame Author, 
1. The Eternity of future Puniſhments af- 
ſerted and vindicated, in Anſwer to 
Ibiſtn s late Treatiſe on 
two Sermons 


2. A Diſſertation on Jephthal's "Vow: p Ocea- 
po BE | fioned by Mr. Romaine's 
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